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PROCETETDTINGS
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e« o« « The regular monthly Board Meeting
of the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
was held on Tuesday,lFebruary 19,11974; at 10:00
ofclock a.m., at the Wwild Life and_?ishefies
Building, 400 Royal Street, New Orleéns, Louigiana,
H. C. Luttrell, Chairman, presiding,

éRESENT WERE :

H. ¢, LUTTRELL, Chairman

M. DUPUY, JR., Vice-Chairman
J. B. ANGELLE, Director

D. G. BERRY, Member

J. G. JONES, Member

J. H. LaPEYRE, Member

J, THOMPSON, Member

D, F. WILLE, Member

DR. LYLE ST. AMANT

Y. Renewal of permit to dredge for fill material
from the Migsissippi Rivexr at Hahnville,
Louisiana, by T. L., James & COmpaﬂy.

2. Reevaluat ion of envxronm >ntal assessment of
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Bayou Bouef, Chein and Black.

MR. HARRY SCHAFER

3. Authorization for Director to sign Act of
Sale for purchase of %and-in géw Ibéria
area for gistrict office.

4, ﬁequesf from g}aéuemines Parish COmmisQion
Council for permit for the operation of
thé Parish fresh water syphons at lower

—

Belair,

MR, ALLAN ENSMINGER
5. consideration of request for a geophysical

lease on Rockefeller Refuge.

HR. TED O'NEIL

6. Extension of trapping season.

MR. KENNETH SMITHl

7. Discuss the.Epuisiana Delta Plantation plans

for diverting agricultural runoff into

Red River,

—

MR. RICHARD YANCEY

species list for Southwest Louisiana,
9. Request Secretary of Interior to request that

thelalligator be removed from Appéqdices
AN
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8. Resolution to remove alligator from endangered
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MR. JOE HERRING

10.' Discussion of;sufkey season and poséible
closure in £looded areas, |

11, Consideraﬁion of request to allow the taking
of Eprkeys with rifles,

OTHER BUSINESS

12, Election of _‘;_]ice*-chairmano

13. sSet. dates for‘April and June meetings.

14. Discussion of steel Erap law,

15. Discussion of ICC regulations concerning
shipment of Eutria meat.

16. Discussion of utilization of industrial

fisheries (croaker, silvex eel, etc.)
-

17. Wildlife Federation Convention, Conference.

— . — i e
4

open the meeting by introducing our newest member

and say again how welcome he is on the Board, Mr.
MR. JEAN LaPEYRE: Thank you.

for your report,

on the International Trade Convention Lis

CHAIRMAN H. C. LUTTRELL: I would like to

Jean LaPeyre, taking Mr., Autin‘’s place. Mr. LaPeyr

THF CHAIRMAN: Dr. St. Amant, we are read

t o
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'DR. LYLE S. ST. AMANT: - Mr. Chairman and
Members of the Commission, we have two items on the
agenda, The first one is a rééuest for'renéwal of
a permit by T. L. James & Company to dredge for
£1i11 ﬁaterial and sand in the Mississippi River
near Hahnville. This permit has been in operation
for fiQe.years,and the material is principally» |
being used té build roadbed for Highway I-10.

They have asked to extend this and we -
have examined it and recommend that the permit be
extended or rengwedo However, it should now con-
tain the new royalty rate of five cents and at the
direction of the Commission a new permit would be
for the pefiod of one year rather than five years.

MR. DOYLE G. BERRY: So move,

MR. MARC DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Berry, seconded by Mr; Pupuy. All in favor, say
aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: All opposed?

(No response)

Hearing no opposition, so ordered.
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(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana'wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hefeby grant permission
to T. L. James & Company, Inc., to dredge
£fill material from the Missiséippi River
at Hahnville, Léuisiéha, rénewigg their
permit expiring March 21, 1974, for a
period of one year. only until March 21,
'1975. at a royvalty of'fi&e cents pex
cubic yard, and subject to renewal 1if
granted by the Commission.
DR. ST, AMANT: VYesterday Mr. Landry from
Houma appeared before the Board in informal session
and reéuested that we do certain reevaluation of ou
environmenta; assessment of the Bayou Bouef, Chien
and Black River procject in the Morgan City area,
Today we have Mr. J. M, Robinson from Houma who
has come in to substitute for Mr. Landry.
After ﬁhe digscussion yesterday we agreed

that our original assessment was made back in 1971.
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At‘that time we did not‘have as ﬁuch.fieldmaata or
anyone working in the area and it might be a wise
idea-to go béck and reassess ourvoriginal statement
on this. This original statement was in general in
opposition to the project. It did céll attgntionb
to a nuﬁber'of-problemé that probably would develop
in the way of saltwater intrusion and turbidity and
changps in water circulation. Since we have people
in the area we feel it would be wise tovgo back and
reevaluate and identify the present information we
have from the field‘data and bring this report up
to date.

This is my recommendatioh at this time.
When the reevaluation is completed, we would propos
to bring it back to the Director and the Commission
and if they’so desire at that time they may take
any particular action on it that would be appropri-
ate. Mr. Roﬁinson would like to have something to
say before you make any decision anay; Mr.
Robinson.

MR. J. M. ROBINSON: I am J. M. Robinson
from Houma; representing the Séuth Louisiana Envi-

ronmental Council. I want to thank the Commission

2
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for'alloﬁing me to appear here for a few minutes to
maybe reviéw some of the things that possibly you
alfeady know. I knéw vyou have a large agenda, but
we feel we have something very, very im?értant over
the;e and we don't want to leave any stone unturned
that will heip us to completely evaluate this thingl

We feel like a lot more study should be
dona. We, fepresenting the Counéil and othef
organizations in Terrebonne Parish, want to thank
“the Commission for the stand they téok on the Cache
River Project in Arkansas. We think that is a bié
step in our favor.

We have this Bayou Bouef-éhein—Black pro-
ject that the Corps of Engineers has worked-on and
has filedlan impact statement. . We feel that their
statement has left much to be dene and to be said

for both sides. In Terrebonne Parish, the Terrebonpne

[%3

Parish School Board has considered and voted agains
the project. The Terrebonne Parish Police Jury has
voted against the project. The City of Houma City
council has voted to sue the Corps of Engineers for
an injunction to stay, to keep the work from pro-

gressing unti 1l further study can be dore, and the

Q&

[{

o)

3O

SDOE
o

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleaos

«

9

l
¢



P

e

South Louisiana Environmenta} Coﬁncil also is in
thé process of filing suit against this same pro-
ject. ‘We are not aéainst this just to have some-
thing to do, believé me,

T would like to quote just guickly here

‘one of the reasons we are partly against it. This

was in the Houma paper, which was the report they
got from the Corps of Engineers, and I am guoting

from them. It is guite long but I am taking just

a couple of paragraphs., One of them starts, "An

estimated 852;600 pounds éer vear of commercial
industrial fishery products, 2646 man—-days per year
of hunting anq/dther wildlife~oriented recreations,
6;321 pelts per vear and 22,050 poundé of meatg =
now they don't define the meat; various kinds of
meat -~ "will be-lost due tp the implementatiéh of
the proposed project.” Tha£ is their vérsion of it

Anather paragraph here, "The wetland
environment now existing both in the wooded swamps
and marshes'woﬁld be converted to a higher, drier
site capable of supporting uplahd speéies of wild?
l1ife when revegetation occurs.” .The statement

points out but continues to say that "further

i 3
500
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maintenance at four-year intervals Qill modify this
by covering this vegetation; thus_requirihg_revege~
tation,"

Now, gentlemen, to me they kind of talk
against»themselves in a way because they say it
will support dry land animals and so forth éfter
it is revegetated and then turn right around and
admit that every four years they are going to cover
up that'.vegetationo 'They are going to have to find
some fast-growing vegétation, I think; fo get it up
and then get the animals there accustomed to it and|
prdg:essing and then turn around in four years and
all of that is covered up and done away,with.

One of the things that some of those who
are in favoxr and, believe he, £hey aré in a minor-
ity, they say that we are against industry;‘ We are
certain;y pot against industry. Most of us, ang
when I say "most, " I am talking about the citizen-
ship of Terrebonne Parish, and other parishes 1in
that area, the average citizen by a large_majority
is against this thing, until it can be proven that
it won°t hurt us.

You know, gentlemen, we have the Houma
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they have had since that happened, since that canal

navigation éahél in Terrebonne Parish, right down
through the center of the parish. It was dredged
some twehty years aéo and I can show you people who
were natives of Terrebonne Pgrish before that for

many years who never had the water conditions that

was dredged. They have water in their yards now
that they never had before, They have many other
problems they never had before, fhey have lost con
siderable.amounts‘of farming land and pasture land;
and it has to be attributed to that canal, because
there wasn't enough study and possibly the canal
could be utilized and controlled better than it is.
That is the kind of thing we are hoéing
to get from a reevalua;ion and more study out of
this thing, so that if it is done, it will be done
to the best for everyone, Tﬁe Corps of Bngineers;
as I understand it and as we have been told, has to
come up with a cost-benefit ratio. They would like
to have it, I understand, around one-to-five, some-
thing like that. The best they can come up here
with is one-~to-1.2, without even taking into con-

sideration the value of the marsh that they will

&
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destroy. They‘aon’t charge anything to thét at
all. By their own;admission, they-ére going to
destroy 7,300 acres, completely gone, and that has
a yearly value of a return of from $55 éer vear per
acre to $32.00Q per year per acre. That $32;000
.was concluded by one of the noted biologists in the
United States, so ﬁhere is a éost~p1us basis there..
There is a lot of damage to be done.

.. Lastly, we feel that with seeing the
water that has been carried into Terrebonne Parish
by the navigation canal during storms, there is no
way that we can dig a 20-foot deep by 400-foot wide|
channel and not have a flood threat when we have a
high tide caused from a storm. We submit that at
least if they have got to dig that channel, if we
have to have it, then let’'®s put locks in it, some-
thing to control it, so that the people of Terre;
bonne Parish won't get hu:t any worse than they are
now,

Thank you for your time very much, gehtle
men, and the consideration that we hope you will
give us. Thank fou.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Robinson.

3 £ Y %
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Is there anyone‘else who cares to be heard?

Doctdr, do you have sowé more?

DR. ST; AMANT : No, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have héard br. St.
Amant's recommendatién. What is your pleasure?

MR, LAPEYRE: I 30 move.

MR. JONES: What are we moving? To re-
evaluate the environmental assessment?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes., Dr. St. Amant.

DR. ST. AMANT: We agreed yesterday. I
don®t think you need a resolution. if it pleases
the Commission and you so direct through Mr. Angell
we will reevaluate this and bring the reevaluation
back to the Director and to the commission when we
complete it, .and at tﬁat time you can assess it and
if you would like to take action on this, a resolu-
tion either for or against, or some kxind of mora-
torium, that would be the properxr time, I think,

THE CHAIRMAN: That is fine, Dr. St. Amanf

MR. DO?LE BERRY: I was going to say, Mr.
Chairman, gince I am a member of the Morgan City
Harboxr and Terminal District Board, I would_like the

record to reflect that I voted neither nay nor aye

W
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for it,

‘THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Berxry. Let
the record sth thét, please. Now, Mr. Schafer..

MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Mr. chairm.anAand
Members of the Commission, the Oyster Division has
been working with the attorney, Peter Duffy, in
trying to secure a piece of propexty in the New
Iberia area for a district office. The land that
we wanted to buy is now clear. It has been tied
up in a divorce suit, and Peter Duffy tells-me that
this land is now clear. It is approximately one
acre in area and it is at the junction of Darnell
Road and U.S. 90, which is right south of the city.
It is about ten minutes from downtown ﬁew Iberia
and it is also on the south side, which gives us
access to the coaszt, where we keep our boats and
have our research projects.

The land is selling for $5,500 and we do
intend to build anléffice there for the Commission,
for the Oyster.Division and Ehforcement and any
other di&ision that would like to have some space
in it. I would recommend that the Commission

approve and agree to purchase this land and further

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



15

authorize the Director to sign the Act of Sale.

QIRECTOR J. B, ANGELLE: Harry, do you
feel thisvis the most appropriatellocation for a
district office for the Oyster Divisioniin thét‘
particular area? |

MR. SCHAFER: I do, Burt, We looked
arouhd this Whéle area from Abbeville‘all the Qay
over, lots of property in New Ibéria, and this
seemed to Se the best buy that we came up with.

MR. WILLE: Whaf igs the price?

MR}‘SCHAFER: The prige of the properxrty?
$5,50§1for a little bit more than an acre.

MR. JONES: What would bevyour nearest
office, other office; that you have?

MR. SCHAFER: Let's see. We have Lake
Charles to the west and Houma, Bourg, to the east.

MR, WILLE: I would like to make a motion
that we abprove tﬁe purchase as recommended by Mr.
Schafer. |

MR. BERRY: I will second that.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Wille, seconded by Mx. Berry. Those in favor, say

aye,

(SETeh :
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IN UNISON: 'Ayeol
THE CHAiRI'iAN: Opposed, nay.,
(No résponse)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution ﬁ;heré ﬁadé
a part 6f the record.)
WHEREAS, since 1971 the Division
of Oysters, Water Bottoms and Séafobds of
the Louisiana Wild Life and ﬁiéheries Com-
mission has maintained a district office
in New Iberia, and
WHEREAS, with é district office
located in this area, Commission personnel
are more readily afforded the opportunity
to conduct research projects in the:imme~
diate vicinity as well as to assist
citizens of the State of Louisiana who
reside in the area, and
WHEREAS, a certain parcel of
land, locéted in New Iberia, is available
t0o the Louisiana wild Lifé and Fisheries

Commigssion for purchase for the future

5 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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site of a district office,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereb? approve and ;greg
to purchase a certain paréel'of land fgr
the totgl sum of FIVE THOUSAND FIVE
HUNDRED AND NO/100 ($5,500;00) DOLLARS,
situated in tﬁe Parish of Iberia, State
of Louisiana, described as follows:

A PARCEL OF LAND in Section 9,
Township 13 South, Rénge 7 East;
in Iberia Périéh, Louisiana.
Said land contains little more
than one (1) acre and having its
frontage on Darnell Road being
very near to but North of the
intersection o0f Darnell Road and
U.S5. 90 and measuring approxi-
mately 225 feet front along said
Darnell Road by a depth on the-
North side of 210 fget and by a
depth on the South side of 170

feet with a width in the rear

gggﬁ;g& HELEN R. DIE'URICH, INC., the complete convention service in niew orleans
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of 220 feet, all dimensions beiﬁg
more or less.
"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the .
Director be and is hereby aﬁthorizéd and
empowered to sign‘any and all documents
in connection therewith.

"MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Cchairman, the second
item is a.requestAfrom the Plaguemines Parish Com-
mission C&uncil for a pérmit to opeh their fresh-
wate? #tructure at White Ditch in Belair, This is
an»anhual re@uesﬁ that we ﬁringo I have been in
touch with the Health Department who will QIOSe the
area because of the Mississippi water getting into
the area. vPlaéuemines pParish has agreed to post |
signs and patrol the area with helicopter and boat.

I would recommend that the Commission
grant permission to thé Commissionlcbuncil to open
their freshwater structure.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there any discussion?

MR. JONES: X 50 move. |

ﬁR. THOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been movea by Mr.

Jones, seconded by Mr. Thompson. Those in favor,

T SR
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say aye;
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIkMAN: Opposed, nho,
| (No response)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution i; here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, salt water intrusion
in marshes éhaé are oyster seed, waterféwl
and furbearer producing areas has resulted
“in increased snail predation with a reduced
seed oysﬁer production and decreased usage
by other wildlife resources, and
WHEREAS, the Plaguemines Parish
Commission Council has ébligated itself |
to do the following:
1. To mark the affected areas
to be closed with signs at
least 24 sqguare inches,
reading “No Oyster Fishing
Until Notified. Area West

Closed, Boat—~Air Patrol,

)

)
&
%

8

3§
iy 7Y S

L
B

B2

i
{

%HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in acw orleans

@



20

Syphoﬁs Runhing. "
2. To obtain £ﬁe consent for
closure of the area from
theiaffected oyster bottam
lessees. |
3. To maintaiﬁ'a boat and heli-
copter patrol to enforce the
prohibition of ho oystef
fishing until the areas are
clear asgs determined by the
State Board of Health; and
WHEREAS, the Commission has
received a reéuest from the Plaguemines
Parish Commission Council, dated ngruary 8,
1974, to begin operating thé Parish Fresh
Water Syphons at lower Belair ox White
Ditch, east of the river in thg'Parish
of Plaguemines, beginning February 20,
1974; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Health
will be reéuested to perform the neces#ary
sampling after‘cessation of discharge to

determine that these areas are clear for

CTED)
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reopening, approximately fourteen (14)

to twenty (20) days later,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Louisiana wild Life and Fisheries

Commission at its regular monthly meeting,

held on Tuesday, February 19, 1974, does
hereby temporarily close the oyster fish-
ing area described as follows: that the
area east of the river, included within

89° 46°' Longitude West and westward in

Plaqueminea_Parish, as shown on plat of

the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries

. Commission prepared by its Oyster Division,

dated April 16, 1970, and copy of this is
on file with said Commission and in the
office of the Secretary of the Plaéueminés
parish Commission Council, Said fresh

water syphons are being opened during

‘higher river stages for the purpose of.

introducing fresh water into_this'oyster
growing area until such time as the
State Board of Health approves reopening

these areas for oyster fishing, such

$@ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the éomplcte convention service in new orleans
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actioﬁ being contingent upon the Plague-
mines Parish.Commission Council meeting
its responsibilities as included above
in this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLY;ED ‘Ehat
copies of this resolution be referred to
the Plaguemines Parish Commission Council,
the State Board of Health and the Louisiana
Oyster Dealers and Growers Association,

THE CHAIRMAN: .While you are gtill up,
will yvou discuss fhe April meeting for us, the
setting of the Aprii meeting?

MR . SéHAFER: Mr., Chairman, we are
requesting a change of the April ﬁeetihg this early
because we would like to get some invitations out
to the Natural Resources Committee of the House
and Senate and invite them to our annual shrimp
meeting with the shrimpérs in order to set the
shrimp opening date. This also gives us an extra
week to gather data, amd this is the crucial time
when we get our most iﬁformation, right there ét
the end. I would suggest-that you move the meeting

back from its regular date of April 22 and 23 to a

STET
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We will try'to have

new date of April 29 and 30.
the shrimp hearing in New Orleans and invite all

the shrimpers plus the legislative committees.
MR. JONES: Where will you have the meet-

ing, in here?
Usually we have about 300

MR, SCHAFER:
I doubt if we could have it in this build-

people,
The last time we had it in New Orleans, we

ing.
had it out at the Hilton Inn across from the air-
There is no

port, which did very well out there,
I would suggest that

parking problem or anything.

we have it out there.
MR, DUPUY: Any police security that we

(Laughter)

can have?
I think Pr., St. Amant

MR. SCHAFER:

handles them pretty well; we won't need the police.
THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

the discussion, Do I have a motion?

MR, LAPEYRE: I so move.

Second.

- MR. WILLE:
Moved by Mr.

THE CHAIRMAN: Lapeyre,
seconded by Mr. Wille. Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans
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THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)

So ordered,

MR, SCHAPER: Thank you, Mr. ci'xairmano

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, Mr. Ensminger.

MR. ALLAN ENSMINGER: Mr. Chairman and
Gentlemen of the cbmmission, we have been notified
by the State Mineral Board that they have received
a reéueét for a geophysical leage on Rockefeller.
Thé area that has beeﬁ petitioned to the Mineral
Board is about 24,000 acres in size aﬁd ié'isvon
the eastern end of the refuge.

Primarily all of the property will be in
Vermilion Parish, with about four or five sections
over iﬁ cameron. This lease would be handled at
their April docket sale and, of course, the success
ful bidder would have a one-year primary term in
which to explore the area-and then he would have

the option of nominating three 2,500-acre tracts

‘within the geophysical area. These tracts would be

put back up by the State Mineral Board for competi-
tive bidding. Of course, these tracts would be

developed eventﬁally under rules and regulations

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new -orleans
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promulgated by the Wild Life and Fisheries Commis-
sion and the Mineral Board.

On this basis I would like to récommend
that our Board concur with the State Minéral Board
in putting this tract up for a geophysical.grogram.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gantlemen, you have heard-
the'discussion. Any éuestionsf

MR. DUPUY: I so move; Mr. Chairman.

MR. THOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Marc
Dupuy, seconded by Jimmy Thompson. All in favor;
say ave.

IN UNISON: Ave.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?

(No response)
S0 ordered.
The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHER®AS, the ILouisiana wild Life
and Fisheries Commission has been notified
by tﬁe State Mineral Béard that certain

acreage on the eastern end of the

GHRY
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Rockefeller Refuge have been nominated
for geophysical exploration; and
| WHEREAS, this is unleased

acreage, ahé “

WHEREAS, funds received for
the geophysical exploration woula be
credited to the Rockefeller fund,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVEﬁV
~that the Ldﬁisiana wild.Life and'éisheries
Commission does hereby concux thatﬁthe State
Mineral Board proceed with the ad&ertisement
for an exclusive geophwvsical lease on the
ragreage prOpoéed. The ex;lusive gQOphysicai
éhall'be for a one-year term and the’suc;
cessful bidder shall have the oétion of
nominating three 2,500 acre blocks to be
subseguently leasad through competitive
bidding by the.State Mineral Board for
mineral exploration and production, and

BE IT FPURTHER RESOLVED that the
Director is hereby authorized to sign all
documents with regard to this geophysical

permit.

BDEE
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CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Mr. O'Neil.

MR. TED O'NEIL: Mr. Chairman and Gentle-
men of the Commission, Qe have had several requests
but not a great ﬁany for an exténsion of.the trap-
ping season. Our surveys in the fall and during
the wintef show that there was a shortage of fur-
bearers. However, the advance in price, the good'
price received for all'furébearérs, resulted.in'
tremendous effort on the part of the trappers and
I think.that we should close the’season'onAthe 28th
as directed by the law.

MR. JONES: I so move.

MR. THOMPSON: Second.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: I believe Mr. Marlef
wants to extend it._ We had better hear from him,

. MR, JONES: Yes, but I want to make.ﬁhat
motion. I want to show Mrxr. Marler I am a fﬁir man.
{(Laughter)

| MR. BUTLEY MARLER¥ Mr. Chairman --

‘MR. JONES : watch it now, Butley. You
might talk yocurself out of something or into some-
thing now. We are with you right now,

MR. MARLER: Let me say this, though, Mr.
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Chairman and Members of the COmmiséipn; Not only
do we want --

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: State your nam§ and
who you repreéent, please.

MR. MARLER: Butley Marler; Marler,
Incorporated. One of the reasons I am up hére is
to ask you to give us some good sﬁrict enforcement,
Ask your Enforcement Division to go‘into all the
fur-producing parishes and give us some good strong
enforcement. Because of fhe fact, just like Mr.
O'"Neil told you, the pfices of nutria range anywher
from $7 in Cameron to $6.50 and $6.25 to $6.00 in
east Louisiana, and naturally you can see that a
trapper or anyone, not only trappers but anyone who
wishes tq make a few dolla:s;'can go out at night

or go out during the day and shoot them or kill

them or trap them and put them in their deepwfreezeﬂ

until next year, hoping that the price will be the

same next year.

Of course, we in the fur industry feel as|.

though we had a lot to do with the price coming up.
Of course, the price of everything went up, but we

do realize that we workasd for years and years to

e
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gét the nutrig wﬁere it is and webwant~toikeep it
there and we Qant to keep our producfion up.

We certainly appreciate the pOSition that
the Commission is taking. Thank you, gentlemen.

| DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Mf. Marler, I would

like on behalf of the Commission and the Enforcemen
Division to say that we will increase our efforts
as far as dealing.with.the outlaws,. Herver, we
also ask the fur buyeré to refuse»to buy some of
these pelts>during the closed season, which would
help us in the Enforcement Division. (Laughter).

MR. MARLER# Let me get back to thig.
Let me sﬁggest to the Commission. I don’t know
how the laws are wfitten iﬁ the .Constitution, but
may I suggest to you that you reéuest all fur buyer
and ali fur.dealers who have furs left in thg
State of Louisiana on March 15 to make a sworn
statement to the Department. Gentlemen, that is
one way you can stop it.

| MR. JONES: Good idea.

MR. SONNY SUMMERSGILL: There are several

producers that on certain days capture too many

animals and they put them in the freezer green and
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and on their light dayé they.will go into the
freezexr and take them out. How do yoﬁ propose.to
handle that? |

MR. MARLER: If they will make»a.state-
ment on Mérch 15 how many they have in the-deep
freeze, I think the Department will accept fhat.

MR. SONNY SUMMERSGILL: I know I have
got many, many.sacks fr@m the éelting houses.

MR. MARLER: I realize that. That’s
why i said March 15; you could make it March 5,
too, you know, but that is why I said March 15.
We will giQe them a few days there to make wup their
mind how'many they dd have, aﬁd that is why I say
March 15? '(Laughtér) I think it is a éood idea
that the department take that_under consideration
and ask them. for, like I say, a sworn statemgnt
through the mail, I'1l give you mine.

| MR. WILLE: I would like to move thét we

receive a sworn statement from the various buyers
as of March.is, and dealers, as of March 15, as to
their inventory of pelts on hand.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: I think Mr. Jerry Jones

ought to také care of that.

MR. JONES: Second.,




MR.'JONEé: Butley; I believe~i have
changed my mind now ébout that extension.

MR. BERRY: Mr, Chairman, I would’like to
make a motion ~-

CHAIRMAN LUTT#ELL: ﬁe~have a motion and
é~se00nd before the house on the fl&or now. Don,
would you state your motion again, please?

MR;.WILLE: _Right. That the various fur
buyefs and dealers and so forth give us a sworn
statement prior to or by March 15 as to ihe number
of pelts on hand and'then we cah take it from there
because‘the penalty is the same for the seller as .
it is for the buYei.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Gentlemen, you hear
the motion. ‘Is‘thefe any discussion?

MR.ABEERY: .I wouldllike to amend that,ﬂ
motion, that this information be furnished fo Mr.
Ted O0°'Neil for his check~up and follow-up on it. I
would like him to check some of these buyers and
make sure they have the inventory on hand they say
they have got.

.CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: We have an amendment,

Do we nave a second to the amendment?
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MR. DUPUY: I will second the améndmeﬁt.

CHAIRMAﬁ LUTTRELL: Any other discussion?

MR. SUMMERSGILL: I would like Mrx. Marler
to explain that it is very difficult to.determiné
how many pelts you have in a sack when they are
frozen, unless the trapper himself oi'the'fur house
actually counted when they put them in. They_just
£ill up a sack and throw them in. A

MR. MARLER: I didn't. include ghe
trappers but they shoulad bé included. ;‘said the
fur dealers. |

MR. SUMMERSGILL: When you buy, for
example, you might have 500 sacks of skins.

| MR. MARLER: Well; I think a pretty good

guess, how many in a sack.x |

MR. WILLE: We are not going to quibble»
over 15 or 20 pelts, I don’'t think,

| MR. THOMPSON:' I think you have made youx

point.

MR. DUPUY: I think that is why you are
giving them ektra time to make up»their minds to
decide how many they do in fact have.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Any other discussion?
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Mr. Berry; will you restate your amendment?

MR; BERRY: The émendment is that this
information‘be furnished to Mr. Ted O‘Neil and ﬁhat
he be directed to check with the fur de;lers and
bgyers'tp ascertain whaf they actually have on hand
and see if iﬁ corresponds to what they ﬁurned in.

MR. DUPUY: I seconded that..

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL} You have heard the
amendment. Those in favér, say aye.

IN UNISON: Avye.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Opposed, no.

(No responée) |

The ayes have it. Now we will vote on
the motion. Will you restate your motioh; Mr.
wille?

MR. WILLE: With the modification from
Mr. Berry that the various fur deale;s and buyers
throughout the state that deal in the pelts furnish
the Commissién with a sworn statement, or to be
more specific, Mr. O“Neil,‘of the Fur Division of
Wild Life and Fisheries, with a swdrn statement by
the 15th of March as to number of pelts on hangdg.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Those people in

Blked
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favor of the mot ion és amended by Mr. Berry, lét
it bé known by saying aye. | |

MR. MARLER: Mr. Chairman, it ié under-—
stood that we are talking about the furs iA the
State?

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Right, right. The
discussion is over with, gentlemen. I cail for a
vote again. Those in favor of the motion as
amended by Mr. Berry, let it be known by saying
aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

CHA IRMAN LUTTRELL: Opposed, nho.

| (No response) |

No opposition. It is so ordered.

MR.tO'NEIL: I think I should suggest
that this émeﬁdment get anmple publicity'quthat
the dealers and buyers will know what we areAdoipg.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I believe Mac can
handle that.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: Some Of these guys
don't read newspapefs and it might be good for the
agents to drop by the various houses and tell

"them that they have to report exactly what they hav

D .
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of Mr. Marler, I move that the trapping season

on hand.

MR. O'NEIL: I can get out a letter to
each buyer and each deaier.

MR. WILLE: We are not asking.the trapper
just the dealers and the buyers.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: I think you can handl
that. Mr. Smith, XKenny Smith.

MR. JONES: We didn't do anything about
the trapping season, did we?

MS. PENDLEY: No; You have a motion on
the fioor. |

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Mr. émith, hold it
just a second. In all of that —-- |

MR, JONES: In view of the recommendation

terminate on the dates that it was decided it
should terminate, the 28th.

‘MR. BERRY: Second.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: It'has been moved by
Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Berry that the
trapping season end‘as stated, on the 28th. _ Those
in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Ave.

S,
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CHAIRMQQ LUTTRELL: Thosé oppoOsed?
(No response)
No opposition. So ordéreao
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.):

WHEREAS, the Louisiana trapping
season forAl973—74 closed on February 28,
1974, ana

WHEREAS? the Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries COmmiséioﬁ desires a strict
enforcement of the closed seaéon,

NOW THE REFORE BE IT RESOLVED.
that iﬁ an-éffort toQard bettex eﬁforcem
ment of the trapping laws, ihe Louisiana
Wild Life and PFisheries Commission does
hereby direct the fur dealers and fur
buyers throughout the state to furnish
a sworn statement to Mr. Ted O°Neil,

Chief of the Fur Division, as to the
number of fur pelts on hand within
the State of Louisiana as of March 15,

1974.
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THE EHAIRMAN: Noﬁ, Mr. Smith.

MR. KENNETH SMITH: Mr.'chairman and
Members of the Comﬁissiono we have been reguested
by the Atﬁorney General's Office that a.statement
be made to theiangency regarding a plan that has
beeh furnished by the Louisiana Delta Plantétion
for érainage of 30,000 acres of agricultural land
right below Saline-Larto Lake. Runoff from this
agricultural property has been a problem in this'
Larto-Saline complex and these people have come up
with a proposal to divert this water into Red River;
and out of the fishery in Saline-Lérto Lake.

We have prepared commehts on thiso-'It
has been revieweé'by mémbers of all divisions that
have been involved in this matter and I would be
happy to discuss any details of tﬁe‘plan}thatvyou
wish, I think at tﬁis point it would be up to the
commigsion how they want to handle this matter.

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Smith, you have examined
the engiﬁeering data that has been submitted to thd
commission, you have been in meetings with repre-
sentatives of Saline Lake Fapms,_lncorporatéd; and

Louisiana Delta, this proposed purchaser, and with,
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of course, the Commissioﬁ members and répresenta—
tives.- Is it your conclusion that from a f£ish and
wildlife standpoint that the plan, based on the
present engineering, appears to be sound and would
provi&e an improvement ovgr.the exiétinghconditions
'MR. SMITH: It would, definitely,'provide

an improvement; Mr. Dupuy, We, ©f course, have not
examined the engineering data, We are assuming
that the information furnished will all work as ﬁhe
say it will but it certainly would put more of the
silt load and possibly pesticides in the Red River.
Certainly it would be a vast impro§ement éver the
situation ﬁhat exists up there in Larto Léke area
now. I would say it would be a definite improvemen
if this plan works as they say’it'will,'t§ the fish
and wildlife interests in this area,

 _MR._DU?U¥; Mr. Chairman, based'upon the
engineerihg data that has been proposed and sub¥
mitted, I would like to move that we'apprOQQ the
plan insofar as protection of the environment and
the fish and wildlife resources are concerned.

THE CHAIRMAN: Do I have a second?

MR, WILLE: could I just ask this?

“J
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Keﬁneth.‘has all the ?esearch and everythihg been
done in this indicate that ‘it definitely would be
an improvement to the area, or do we know? Is
tﬁgre just a guess that it might improve?

MR. SMITH: Based on the best jﬁdgment
we can make at'this time, Mr. Wille, it would be,
We can't say positively thatveverything'will work
exactly. as they say it will. We know there have
been problems in that area. We know that it appeai
to be a well-meant, serious proposal on the part of
the agricultural people up here to improve thé
situation #nd it appears that there is a good chanc
it will work. We couldn't guarantee anything |
bhecause we don’t know the engineering aspects of it

MR. WILLE: All right. Let me ask this.
Do we have any objections on the fldor? {No
fesponse) Then I will second the motionoi

THE CHAIRMAN: It haé been moved by Mr.
Dupuy and --

MR, JONES: could I asklone question,
please? So that we make it abundantly cleaf, it
is my understanding'that what the Attorney General

is asking us is not for us to decide what he is

]
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going té do-with the lawsuit but only is he aékigg
us t£to allow our people to give them technical'
advice, but the ul;imate decision as to whether he
isvgoing to aécept it or not is going to be a
decision by the Attorney‘General. B
. MR, SMITH: Yes, sir,'that ig correct.
THE CHAIRMAN: That is correct. Now are
vou ready for the vote? The queétion has been
called for‘énd discussion should cease, All in
favor, say aye. |
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAI;T: All opposed, no.
(No response)
So drdéred.
(The full text of the
resolution is hére made
a part of the record,)
WHEREAS, the Attorney General's
office has reéuested the Louisiana Wild
Life and Fisherieg Commission to provide
comments on the effects of a drainage
plan on fish and wildlife which hasibeen

proposed by Mr. Norman Haig, Land Manager

@299
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of the:Louisiana Delta Plantation in
Avoyelles Parish, and

WHEREAS, the primary feature.of
this plan w&uld be to divert tﬁrbid~agri~
cultural runoff directly into Red River
rather than pumping this water ovef thé
north.levee and into Saline-Larto Lake
complex, and

| WHEREAS, the plén has been

reviewed by biologists cof the. various
divisions of the Louisiana WwWild Life
and Fisheries Commission who‘have been
involved in problems which have arisen
as a result of the above-mentioned
runoff, and

WHEREAS, the plan appears to
be sound from a fish and wildlife stand-
pocint, assuming the engineefing aspects
are as they are represented to be, and
would provide much iﬁprovement over
existing conditions,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fishe;ies
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Cdmmissionlérovide the above reéuested‘
statement'regérding the fish and wildlife
aspects 6f thevpropoéed plan.
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Yancey.
'MR. RICHARD.YA§CEY: Mr. Chairman ;nd'
Members 6f the Commission, ﬁhe President haé signe&
into law the Endangered Species Act. Congress
approved fhat finally in December of 1973. One
of the principal effects that thisvnew‘law will
have on the COmmission is -- and I willisay adverse
effects —-- that authority té manaée the alligatorA
has shifte@ from this CQmmissionAté Secretary of
the Interior and.to the Secretary of Commerce.
This will mean that‘wevwill.be unable to
establish an alligator season in 1974, unless we
can prevail on these two Secretaries to remove
this énimai from the endangered species list in
that part of Louisiana where we have data to éhow
that it should be removed, which 1is Southwest
bouisiana. .
We would recommend at this time that you

adopt and approve a resgolution that we would forwar

to both Secretaries through the Governoxr of the
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'State,Arequesting that the alligator be removed

from the endangered species and‘tﬁe threatened

category iﬁ Southwest Louisiana and it be takéﬁ
off the endangered séecies list but lefﬁ in the
threatened category in Southeast Louisiana, abd
left as it is in North Louiéianao We have this

reSolution drafted and in essence this is what it

would do.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any discussion?

QR. LAPEYRE: I Qould like to ask wha£
would happen in Southwest Louisiana if this action
were not taken, if they were not té be removed from
the endangered species list.

VMR. YANCEY: Well, the people over in =
Southwest Louisiana are working with the courts and
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries COmmissién and
have done a treméndously good joﬁ in the last 13 or
14 years in restoring alligator populations. There
have been tremendous enforcement efforts made there
toe eliminate ﬁoaching. Those people that have been
caught outlawing have been dealt with rather severe
by the courts. The CommissionAhas had.probably the

best research program of any state or any nation

1y

wa HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention setvice in new orleans



44

regardiné these énimals° We have trapp d and trans
planted about 4,000 of these anlmala. Tne‘result
of all this effort is that alligator populations
have built up tremendously. They are back at har-
veétable levels., Their numbers should be co;trolle
becauée of adverse effects on furbearing animal
populati§ns over there, énd the Qay it has been
handled, though, as a reward now the authority to
handle these animals has gone from this state over
toAthe federal government.

During the years that éll this work was
going on, the people over in South&est Louisiana
wéfe t0ld that you cooperate in this thing»and when
these pOpulations'are back at a high level, thenvwe
are going t§ reopen the season and we are going to
allow you an.Opportunity to harvest thése animals
on a sustained yield basis. It can be an important
economic factor. It can be important to the marsh
environment. But now we have suddenly come up with
this change, which we feel is géing to have an
adverse effect on alligators. If their numbers are
not contrelied, then they are going to probably be

viewad as some s0rt of pest by some of the marsh

ST
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Wildlife and tried to get this animal off the

land owners and.tfappers over in that part of the
state because they 4o consume rather large nﬁmbers
of furbearing animals.

I think we are all aware of the fact that
the Commission, several mémbers of this Commission,
went to Washington last year and met with repre-

sentatives of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and

endangered species list, realizing-that this bill
was going to become law. It was a motherhood type
bill and there has been a lot of newspaper talk
about endangered specles and the problems we héve‘
with them and we knew it was going to become laQ.
We tried to get it stréightened-out before ihe
bill was passed by Congress, but we weren't ab;e to
do so.

This is the dilemma we find ourselves.in
novw, About ten days ago we got copies of this new
act and,afﬁer studying those; we realized that the
only way we can go ahead and prbperly manage'these
animazls is té follow the route that we are propos-
ing, which is to try to gét the Secret#ry of the

Interior and the Secretary of Commexce to go along
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‘the side of the aliligator, is it? You 1look at 200

‘nutria worth $6 apiece, that's $1,200 a year, and

with t#king the animal off the endangefedvspecies
list in that part of the state where we have data
to show that it should not be on the list;
MR. BERRY: Just how many‘nutfia would
you estimate that an alligator would eaf in a year?
MR, YANCEY: Well, Allen, WOuld_yéu have
any idea, or‘Téd may have a figure on_thisé It is
guite ablarge nunmber.
| MR. ENSMINGER: Well, a big alligato:, an
eight or tén-foof alligator, will consume ény nutri

that he comes in contact with. From the data that

we have collected from some of the stomach analyses,

he evidently feeds on nutria gquite commonly, becaus
of the fur that is in that stoﬁach and particles of
bone. The bones and teeéh_are retained in that
alligator‘'s stomach for only a short period of time
so based on the stomachs that we received in these
last two alligator seasons, it is conceivabie that

they probably will feed on from 150 to 300 pnutria

a year.

MR, BERRY: The economics is not only on

a
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‘fbot.

in five years an alligator has eaten $6,000 worth
of nutria, and what's he worth?

MR. ENSMINGER: Well, he's worth $1i4 a
MR. BERRY: That's poor economics, isn’t

MR. ENSMINGER: Thefe again, this is the
very.thing Mr. &ancéy is pointing out, that these
marsh owners and trappers who depend on £heir
income from these marsheé have got to be given some
incentive to manage these alligators.

MR. YANCEY: When you aré dealing with
any wildlife population, these populations should
be maintained in balance with othexr forms of wild-
life. _This is the whole objective of wildlife
management, Utilize surgiuseso.keep each aniﬁal
population in balance with the other aniﬁallpopu—
lations that occupy the same area,

We find ourselves in a real dilemma and
the only wéy‘we see that we can work ourselves out
of this is to try to get them to go along with thege
resolutions up there.

MR. BERRY: How many duck nests do you

B .
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think ihe alligators destroy? How many eggs do you
think the alligator eats in the duck season?

MR. YANCEY: Well, they feed on young
mottled ducks and young wood ducks. These are the
resident ducks that'wg have here in Louisiapa dur-
ing the summer monfhs when the alligators are out
and feeding very heavily on other types of life.
O0f course, they also feed on wading biras; just
about anything they can catech to eat.

MR. BERRY: How about small deer?

MR. YANCEY: The remainé of deer have
peen found in thelstomaghs of alligators. We don't
think there is any number of them consumed by alli-
gators but there are a few.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there any other dis-
cussion? Do I have a motion?

MR. JONES: I so move,

MR. WILLE: Secovndo

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones,
seconded by Mr. Wille. All in favor; say aye.

IN~UN;SON: Aye,

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

(No response)
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THE CHAIRMAN: 5o ordered.
(The full tekt of the
résolution is here made
a part of thg fecOrd.j
WHEREAS, the Endangered Species

Act of 1973, Public Law 93~205, was passed

by the Congress and approved by the Presi-

dent, and

WHEREAS, it 1is our interpreta-
tion that provisions are written into
Public Law §3~205 (Sections 4 and 6)'
which allow individuai states to petition
for reclassification of certain species
when appropriate; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana has for the
vpast 14 years uﬁdertaken an aggressive
alligator (Alligator mississipiensis)
manaéement prbg;amg and

WHEREAS, effective state and
federal legislation has bgen enacted
that will insure the maintenance of
alligator populations at favorable

levels, and
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WHEREAS, legislation has beén
complimented in Louisiana by stric£ law.
enforcement, excellent cooperation on
the part of the cburts, closed huhting
seasons since 1965, extensive restocking
0f depleted areas, and research by Conm-
mission biologists, and |

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wila
Life and fisheries Commission has, during
the past‘two years, successfully demon- |
strated that a periodic commercial harvest,
based upon comprehensive pépulation.invén-
tories, can be closely controlléd, and

WHEﬁEAS, alligators are a renew-
able fesource-and should be mqﬁaged on a
sustained yield basis thereby providing
economic incentive for preserving marsh-
lands, and

WHEREAS, the Alligator Committee
éf.the Southeastern Association df Game
and Fish Commissioners has promulqéted
an alligator recovery plan for Louisiana

and the Southeastern United States, and
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WHEREAS, Iouisiana has estab-
lished a nonpartisan Alligator Advisory

committee to monitor and direct activi-

ties associated with the management of

the American alligator,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED‘
thét the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission petitions the Secretary
of the Interior through the Governor of
the State of Louisiané to conduct a
review of the current list of endangered
species; specifically.with respect to the
status of the American alligator, and

'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the

Louisiana Wild ©Life and Fisheries Commis-

sion through the Governor of Louisiana
reéuests‘that, with respect to Louisiana,
the Americaﬁ alligator be reclassified as
follows: .
1. That in thevsoﬁthwestern
coastal marshes (chenier
plain} of Louisiana

(description of area and




.

alligator population data pre-—
sented in Appendix)‘the American
alligator be removed from the
Secretary of the Intexrior's
list*of threatened and éndah~
gered species. |

2. That in thé southcentral angd
southeastern coastal Louisiana
marshes (description Qf area
and alligator population data
presented in Appendix) the
American alligator be classi-
fied as a threatened species.

3. That throughout the remainder
éf the state the classificatioﬂ
of tﬁe American alligatof
remain unchanged.

APPENDIX

Lo&ation 0f Southwest Louis iana Marshes
(Chenier Plain) (Includes Portions of Calcasiewu,
Cameron and Vermilion Parishes).

Includes all marshlands from the Texas

state line eastward to Vermilion Bay and north of
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the Gulf of Mexico and south of Iﬁterstate Highway
10 from the Texas liﬁe to the junction of State
Highway 14 and thence south of State Highwéy 14
from Lake Charles to Delcambre.: Total area -
1,i44,$90vacres; (Area outlined in orange on
marsh type map.)

Location of Southcentral and Southeastern

Coastal Marshes (sub-Delta and Active Delta)

South of State Highway 14 from New Iberia
Parish line to juncﬁion with~Unitéd States Highway
90. Thence south of Unitéd States Higﬁway 90 from
New Iberia to United States Highway 61 (except a
small parcel of marsh adjacent to and north of
United States‘Highway 90 in St. Charles and St.
John the Baptist Parishes), northeast of United
States Highway 61 from New.Orleans‘to LaPlace;
east of United States Highway 51 from LaPlace to
Hammond, south of Interstate Highway 12 from
Hammona to the Missisgssippi state line. Bounded
on the south by the Gulf of Mexico. Total area -

2,136,100 acres. (Area outlined in green on marsh

type map.)
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MR. YANCEY: Now the second resolution
that would relate to this same subject.has to do
with the.Intergational Trade Convention that is now
virtually in effect° The State Department répre~
sented the United States in dréftiné,this Interna-
tional Trade Conventioﬁ and their principal advisor
were the Bureau §f Sport Fisheries and Wildlife and
the Audubon Society. They have bracketed this alli
gatof in - on Appendix I in this International Trade
Convention, and any animal on Appendix I cannot
moveAin international commerée.

Ih order that the alligator can remain a
commercially important species, it has got to move
in international commerce. The.objectivé of this
proposed resolution would be that we try to get the
alligator takén off Appendix I so it could continue
to move in intexnational commerce. We would recom-
mend that you all adopt a resclution reguesting tha
the alligator be takeﬁ off the‘appendices in the
International Trade Convention so that commerce
between natioﬁé would not be prohibited on this
particular animal.

MR, WILLE: I would like to move.

LT

|
|
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MR. THOMPSON: Second.,

.THE CHAIRMAﬁ: It has‘been moved by Mr,
Wille, seconded by Mr. Thompson. All in favor, 
say avye. h

IN UNISON: Aye.
THE cﬁAIRMAN: Opposed, nho.
(No réSponse)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.,)
WHEREAS, tﬁe American alligator
is listéd on Appéndix I of the.COnvention
of International Trade in Endangered |
Species of Wiid Fauna and'Flora, and
WHEREAS, this classification
prohibits an international trade in
commercial alligator skins, and
WHEREAS, it i1s essential
that the American alligator be avail-
able for international trade, and
WHEREAS, through wise wild~-

life management practices, the population

2O
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of alligators has been restofed to a sus-
tained yield level in a portion of south-
west Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, the Endangered Species

- Act of 1973 covered by Public Law 93-205
provides for the declasgification of a
sﬁécies cf its range,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the L6ﬁisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
commission does héreby request that the =
Secretary of Interior move forward in
reéuesting that the American alligator
be moved from Appendix I po'Appendix II
on the Convention of International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wilé Féunt andg
Flora,.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: Mr. Yancey, could you
bfing.us up to date on the status of the steel trag
law, please?

MR. YANCEY: Well, there are several bill
pending in Congress now that would'prohibit the usc
of the leg~hold steel trap. These bills are types

of legislation that we cannot ignore. We have got

i

I
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to make oﬁr opposition known to.the peOple.in con-—
gress. This has been done by the Commission and a
lot of effort is going to have to be made to pre-
vent this type of 1egi$1ation from beéoming 1aw°.

| Now if it becomes iaw, we are going'to be
up against the same situation we are with the alli-
gator. ihis means that we are not going to have a
method of holding down populations of furbearing
animals in many portions of this coastal marsh area
particularly the deep marshes, because this is the
only kind of trap that will work in these deep
marshes, If you develop ove#populations of these
nutria and muskrat and so forth; then jour marsh
ié devastatedo You convert a vegetated area iﬁto
a big wide-oPeﬁ lake area and this simply would be
extremely harmful to the ecology of our marshlands.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: We are keéping up to
date and keeping posted?

MR. YANCEY: Yes. They are developing a
great deal of support to pass this legislation
whiéh, if passed, wouid mean that our trappers coul
no longer use a leg-hold steel trap.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Yancey, could I ask

DHHN
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that since this is not on the agenda, if it is to
"be continued, will you pick it up in other business

MR. YANCEY: Yes.

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Sorry, Mr; Summersgill,
Mr. Herring.

MR. JOE HERRING: . Thank you, Mr. éhairman
Due to some of éhe high flood conditions Qe are
having along the Mississippi River aﬁd taking’inﬁo
considerétion the poor turkey hatches that we had
last year in 1973 in our turkey populations, we
would like to recommend to the Commission’ that two
areas be closed for turkey hunting this vear.

These areas lie east of the main levee of
the Mississippi River, and that is the part that
is flooded, from the river to the levee, and these
areas‘would be Area E, which is in East Carfoil
Parish, and Area ¥, which is in Tensas Parish.
When I say Areas E and F, that is as described in
the 1973-74 hunting brochures. _Since<these areas
are.under water at this time and the turkeys are
displaced up on some of the ridges and the turkeys

are having to stay in trees and other places at

thiz time, I would like to recommend to the Commissg

GO :
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that these areas be closed for the '74lhunting
season,

MR. WILLE: Joe, did we not have some
digcussion on this yesterday about the Pearl River
area?

MR.~HERRING; Yes, sir. The Pearl River

area was considered yesterday in that but since we

can go up or down within a week's time, it is
flooded now but there is a possibility thét prior
to the opening of the season it would be dan and
it could be back under water again, We are runnin
about 60 days ahead of time on our high water and
flood conditions at ﬁhis time. These are a ﬁafdy
type bird you fihd in that Pearl River area and
they can get to some of the pine ridges in there.

MR. WILLE: Are we gging to hold the
decisioﬁ on the Pearl River area? Is that my
ugderstanding. and take the Mississippi River area
as closed season and hold decision on the Pearl
River area and release it? 1Is that what the
resolution was?

MR. HERRING: We would just go ahead and

do have such a fluctuation in this area, the water

g
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leave it as ié, open,
MR. WILLE: O.K., fine.
MR, BERRY: Mr. Chairman, I so move we
closg the érea on the Hississippi River.
MR. DUPUY: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Berry, seconded by MrQ Dupuy. Those in favor, -
say aye. |
IN UNISONQ' Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
i(No respohse)
It is so ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.,)
WHEREAS the Mississippi River
is flooding much of the turkey range along
the eastern boundary of our state, and
WHEREAS, this same area was
flooded in 1973 and displaced many of
our turkeys,
| WHEREAS, there was virtually

no nesting success of wild turkey in

5RO :
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this aréa duriné 1973, and
WHEREAS, the high waters are now

displacing turkey in the following described
tu;key'hunting éréas:

AREA E ~ March 23-April 14. That

portion of East carroll Pafish

lying east of the main line (new)

Mizsigsippi River levee from the

Arkansas state line to éhe

Madigson Parish line.

AREA F - March 23-April 14. That

portion of Tensas Parish bounded'

on the north by the Mississippi

River levee, the east by Yucatan

ILLake and Yucatan Chute, the south

by the Mississippi River, the

west by the Mississiépi River

levee, and norxth to south from

intersection o0f dDubbison line to

Mississippi River,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that

due to the high waters‘along the Mississippi

River that are affecting our new turkey

DA : .
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popuiations gnd because there was liftle
or no reproduction in 1973{ that Areag E
and F as described in the 1973-74 hunting
and fishing brochure be closed for.turkey
.hunfing during the 1974 season.

MR. HERRING: Mr. chairman; the néxt item
we have, we have received four letters from the
New Orleahs area,Areéuesting that the éommission~
éermit.the use of rifles in the hunting of turkeyg
during the 1974 season. We ‘did have a rifle season
in 1968-69 and due to some Of thé huntiné factors
we had at that time, we decided not to continue
this type of hunting. At that time some of the
reasons wereAthat we wéré building up ' a turkey
population in the state, states that do permit the
use of rifles have more areas to hunt in and ﬁheir
turkey populations are higher than ours, and we
have consxdered our turkey hunting as we have it
right now as a qualxty type hunting ratherxr than a
gquantity type because, using rifles, you can shoot
them at great distances, either in fields or from
trees and other place, so it is'a guality type

hunting.
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. In taking this into consideration, I
would just like to ask of the Commission that we

continue the season as it is set for this year,

1974, the use Of éhotgﬁns only, and that we contact

all the other states pertaining to the :iflé season
and see how it has worked out in their states; e
realize a lot of times they do permi; the use of
rifles but it is not necessarily good. They would
like to drop these regulat ions theméelves-sometimes
so we would like to get in touch with their tech-
nical people and come up with something when we do
set thevseasons for '74~55u |

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there any discussion?

MR. WILLE: Jerry had proposéd a comprom-
ise yesterday at the meeﬁing, Joe, of a poll throug
out Fhe state here and when we have our meeting in
Alexandria to havé the repfesentatives up there and
listen to their recommendations on hunting with
rifles,. boes that suit you?

| MR. HERRING: Right. That would_be good.

THE CHAIRMANG: Is ﬁhere any furthexr dis-

cussion?

MR. EDGAR VEILILON: I believe some

n -
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additional thbught was given td the gauge of shot-
gun and the number of size.shot that could‘bé used,
although iﬁ is still just going to be shotgun., I
thought that was something that was supposed to be
given consideration to this yéar,'although the rifle
was still going to be banned.this year.

I would like to know if any further.
thought was given to that because I think it was a
point well taken. As the 1anguagé stands right
now regarding what turkeys can be hunted with, it
just says shotgun. It does not exclude a .410 which
is certainly not of the size thét should be used
for a bird of that size. I was just wondering if
that was completely bypassed or did they give some
thought to'it,

MR, WILLE: Edgar, we overlooked that gnd
vou are absolutely right, I think it was~broﬁght
up yesterday‘and we had discussed the use of a .41d
and also the use of No, 8 and no buckshot and I
think that a modification of the resolution should

be in order and I would like to make that modifica-

tion.
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Wille, let's see 1if
ﬁﬁ? :
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"losses with a .410, as there is with all shotguns.

we have anfone else who wants to discuss this,
MR. THOMPSON: I would probably dppdsé
that. I would like to reéuest thgt ﬂothihg be done
on that this year and some study be put into it,
if yoﬁ are going to go into the minute detail of
hunting. I can agree with Edgar in reference to

the .410. There is a possibility of crippling

I cén personally attest to that, In the hands of
a proper bersoh; é .410 is just as good as a riflé.

Also, yesterday it was recommended th;t
maybe the size of the shell be limited to 6's and not
even any 4.8; and most turkey hunters that I know,
I would say most of them or the major portion, and
probably all of them, shoot sixes backed up with
fours.

I would hate to see us getting into
limiting the size shell that we use in our shotgunsg
at this time. I probably would go along i1f we
wanted to eliminate the .410. The only place that
I see that you would hurt a persbn with a .410 is
that sportsman who has become the ultimate in shot-

gun manipulating, an expert, who would want to use

D
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Shreveport and I certainly will try to. I think

a .410, as'many people 4do. You see people shooting
dove with 5 .410. Well, X am not of that-éuality,
so I couldn’'t sée if, but there are a few that we
would hurt;_possibly, énd maybe some kid that would
be hunting turkey. However, a‘kid of the age that
would be hunting a turkey”thétvwéuld have to use a
.410, I just don‘t believe he would be fitting in
the turkey hunting field. I would go along with
banning the .410; but that énly.

MR, VEILLON: I take Mr. Thompson's point
about the size of the shot. Possibly this can be
deferred until further study, but I don't think
there is any opposition to using a .410., It is
detrimental t§ the birds and possibly this cduld
be included this year.

MR, THOMPSON: I would still like to see
thgt held~over; as we are doing the rifle, so that
at our June meéting in Alexandria we could get com-
ments. There is no telling what is going to arise
just from our conversation here today. This will
spread out all through the state and you probably

can disseminate some of it at your meeting in
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that possibly we should travel with a little cautio
Maybe we ought to leave it as is until after our
June meeting and then formulate new plans fof the
next season of '75. That would be my recommenda-
tion. I would like to see it that way.

MR. VEILLON: As long as it is going to
be considered alohg with tﬁe.possible restriction
of r;fles, thén I certainly would be in agreement
to go ahead and take a further look at it.

" THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is there any other dis-
cussion?

“MR. HERRING: I would just like to recom-
mend that we continue the season as is this vyear
with the shotgun and not'delete the .410 or any-
thing else.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the reéom—
mendation. Po I have a motion?

MR. WILLE: I so move.

MR. fHOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Wille moved, Mr.
Thompson seconded. All those in favor, say ave.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

: HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans |
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(No ﬁesponse)
THE CHAIRMAN: The ayes have it. So
ordered. |
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
é part of the récord.)
WHEREAS the Louisiana wild
Life and Fisheries Cdmmission has
received four written requests for the
use of rifles to hunt turkey, and
-WHEREAS the Commission did
have rifle seasons in 1968-69 and then
-cancelled them due to several hunter
problems, and
WHEREAS the Commission has
closed certain areas for turkey hunt-
ing in 1974 and has several other |
turkey areas being affected by the
flood, and |
WHEREAS, Louisiana 1s in the
process of building up our turkey flocks
with a trapping and transplanting pro-

gram, and

(]
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WHEREAS the 1973—?4 turkey -
season has been prinﬁed in the brochure,

QHEREAS,'turkey hunting 1is a
quality type of huntihg rather than a
quantity type of hunting,:and

WHEREAs; turkeys can be shot
from long distances in fields and trees
without the skill of calling turkeys, and

WHEREAS we would like to éon~ ‘
tact states that permit the use of rifles
and have their létest §iews,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that rifles not be permitted for the
taking of wild turkey during the 1974
hunting season. | |

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairma
THE CHAIRMAN: All right. Under oth
business, we have as of now é chairmah only an
believe it might be time that we elect a vice-

chairman,

as vice~chairman Marc Dupuy. We lawyers have

stick together.

and

n,

er

da I

MR. JONES: It is my pleasure to nominate

to

BT .
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THE CHAIRMAN: You havé:heard the nomin-
ation. Do we have any other nominations? Mr.
Doyle Berry asked for the privilege of secoﬁding
it first, I believe, so we will have to recognize
Mr. Berry. Any other nominations?

MR. BERRY: I move that nominations be
closed. |

MR. 'i‘HOMPSGN: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved and
seconded that nominations be élosed. Is there dny
opposition? (No response) ©No opposition. Then I
rule that, Mr. Dupuy,thét youhhave been elected by
acclamation, |

MR. WILLE;. I would liké to say one thing
before Mr. Dupuy does, that Marc has just done a ‘
remarkable job, and I think all of the rest of the
Commission feels this way. He has done more than
was reguired as a Commissioner. He has worked
harder than anybody~that I kXnow of myself to better
wildlife and has the Commigssion at heart and I thin]
that the nomination of Mr. Dupuy is probably one of
the best things we have done this year.

THE CHAIRMAN: Since we have a long way t{

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans
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travel, we will:allow Mr. Dupuy 15 seconds for an
acceptance speéch, if he so desires.

MR._D&?UY: Thank you very much,.Don, for
youxr kind comments and, gentlemen, for your con-
fidence. |

THE éHAIRMAN: Now we have under other
business the settiné of the June meeting.

MR. JONES: I move we authorize tﬁe
Director to make arrangements for the June meeting
with thé hotel-motel in Alexandria on the dates
that he can find available.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Mx. Chairman and
Members of the Commission; there are two Friday
and Sa£urday dates open, the 2lst and 22nd and the
28th and é9th. + I would suggest that we choose the
date of the 21st and 22nd of June,-not carrying it
too close into July. Doing‘it today would give
ample time for the news media to spread the worq
around that we are having a meeting and that the
dates have been set, so I would recommend the 21st
and 22nd.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-

mendation.
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MR. JONES: I so move.

MR. DUPﬁY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Jones, seconded by Mr. Dﬁpuy. All thése in favor,
say avye.

IN UNISON: Ayé.

THE CHAIﬁMAN: All opposed, nho,

| (No responsé)

So ordered.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That will be at the
Ramada Inn in Alexandria on the 21st and 22nd of
June. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Now we have with us Mr.
Sonny Summersgili, who has asked to be heard. Mr.
Summersgill. |

MR. SUMMERSGILL: My name is Sonny Summers-
gill and when Mr. Jones opens his mouth, I juét have
tao think of what.Bob LeFleur always says. Should
I refrain from repeéting the statement?

MR, JONES": Let it roll.

MR. SQMMERSGILL: He ﬁaintains that we

will rever t to lawyers and insects no matter what

we do. (Laughter)
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The Interstate Commerce Commission is
again giving the nutria industry a probleﬁ on the
shipping of nutria meat siﬁce it is on the classi-
fied iist. The United State§ Examiner will be in
Baton Rouge on the 15th and l16th. I think we are
loéking at the original date and we received the

amendment to it, I believe. It is going to be on

the 15th and 16th, 9:30, and briefly what happens
when the ICC classifies a commodity, you have got
to have theAauthority or the right to carry it.
The bulk of our nutria goes into Texas. Nobddy has
the authority to carxry this product but we are dis-
obeying the law by shipping it becaqse we are using
unauthorized carriers, even though the governﬁent
is the consumer. |

The Examiner will be there and I would
reéuest -= i am going to try to>make all of this
as brief as éossible *; regquest of the Commission
that most definitely Mr. O0'Neil be made available
and possibly somebody else &ho could show what
damage could happen to the estuarine area, the
marsh area, the iowlands, if the nutria were allowa

to remain unharvestable., That would be the first

STTetE i :
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reéueét‘thatlx would ask of the éhairman, that the
Commission express its viewpoint on how important
it is that we aré allowed to ship this item out of
state.

I don't think that any of this will
require resolution form, I am just bringiné you
up to date and I will keep Mr. O'Neil and the
Chairman and Mr. Yancey posted. |

The second thing that I would like to ask
is that in the development of what we referlfo as
the unutilized species in the fisheries, mainly
what you would call scrap or industrial fish, the
small croaker, the silver eel, there has been a
tremendous market developed for it into the Japanes
areé. We have had three groups visit. We have got
the Nippon group who will be here next week. Then
the kamabokﬁ group should be.here the first week
in March.

The feds have done a good job for us on

‘resource assessment and the development of a sepa-

rator trawl, which Dr. St. Amant is aware of, which
has done a good job on the West Coast. We are only

75 percent efficient here. When the shrimp hit the

2
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net, théy jump, and the_fish stay along the'grbuﬁd
line,‘so what it involves is two bags. Just giving
you an idea what they have done for us.

~We feel that in conjunction with this
the State should also —- this will be a gigantic
industry and again, to fepeat myself, utiliéation
of an unutilized speéies anad will generate an awful
lot of income for our area, for the stgte of Louis-
iana. Because of our estuarine area, our nursery
area, the area that you people control, where a
very important part of their life cycle ié; we
feel that the same type application should be made
to the small fishes as has been made to the shrimp
crOp; I refer to your meeting that you deferred tg
the 29%th and 30th.

We would like to have the same thing,
since this type contract is handled on a yearly
basis. It doesn't fluctuate daily, such as shrimp,
for example. They buy in ton;; they-don°t buy in
pounds. We would be dependent upon being.able to
make predictions of croés for the following year,

which would mean almost identical to the counting

of the recruitment of post—-larval shrimp, for
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example, or the checking of the salinity count that
is required to supportxthe life cyéie of the ani-
mals to whicﬁ-we have reference.

Along with this, as these envoys of
various groups come into the afea, they~are.n6t
worried about the éuality of our croaker. For
years, the fiQe majors, Taiyo, Suisson, Gyogyo,
Mitsui and Mitsubishi, which is Japan, have deter-
mined that it is of the best~qua1ity to make theif
otoshimi, sirimi, or kamaboku. Their main concern
is how much we can produce, and it would have to
be a combined voice of those people who have thé
expertise in the nursery area and the feds, who
caﬁ give us the resource assessment of standing
'offshore stocks. With that combination we would
more than satisfy theirArequirements.

I would ask along those lines that when
they do come into the area, please'don't misunder-
stand this because this is strictly business, that
in the event that they would like to visit a cer-
tain marsh area -- just pick out anything -- and
perhaps take one day; or if it should be an over-

night type thing, where there will be four, five
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or six‘of thém;Athat you could possibly makeAaVail—
able a place for them to séy, such as Pass a Loutrg
We would suﬁply food, érub; transportation. They
would need a place to stay so as not to ﬁave to

come backAand.fbrth; for example, to Néw Orleans.

I would ask the State to participaﬁe this
way. Before you ask the guestion that I am sure
will be asked'-- you are going to ask what -- well,
I could be really‘trite and come up with something
like "Don't say Qhat you- -can do for me but what I
can do for you," “Why should we do this for.yoﬁ?
What have you'done for us?”

Well, we realize that we have been hang-
ing on the coattails bﬁt, first ofaall; don’t con-
fuse my following statement with that 6f-menhaden,
even though menhaden‘is classified as an.industrial

fish. Mr. Swindell is in the office ©of wWallace

Menhaden and I am sure he is going to want to rebut

for their share and the underlying current that I
have sort of picked up out of the Baton Rouge area
is that our fisheries should be taxed on a pro-rate

such-and-such, I will be the first to say that I

d
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would not oppose this type taxation, with oné‘pro—
vision,'tﬁat it be used for research and évaluaﬁion'
purposes of the.fisheries_-~ I am not limiting it .
to a énail or a croaker -- and should there be a
surplus that this remaih for that specific use.and
not be turned into the.general fund.

The help that we need, with the cdnjunc—
tioﬁ of that, can produce many thousands of dollars
and this- would take twelve dissertations to come
up. Briefly that handles that.. I would like to
thank you for thé help in our nutria sales and
thank Mr. Marler for his re%uest for the extension,
and tell you that there was no problem on'sales and
tell Mr. Jones that the trapper should have receive
his product. On April 15 there will be a food fair
in Tokyo. Five products from Louisiané were shippe
by us. They were oysters, silver eel, which is a
cutlet fish, croaker, frﬁzen crawfish and, believe
it or not, thg haunches of the nutria.

Now in the United States we can't>se11
the nutria because it is not killed in a federally
inspected slaughterhouse. For export purposes they

will determine the value or the guality of the
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‘count.

product by total plate count and selected plate

All of this has, I guess, brought up
some questions. If there is anything at all that
I can answer on any of this; I would be more than
glad to do so.

MR. THOMPSON: I have several, Sonny, if
you would remain at the microphone. First of all,
I would wholeheartedly go élong with making avail-
able our camps and installations for this meeting
wheﬁ this group of people comes.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: Would you also make
available some of your biologists? 1In qther wdrds,
I cah be Joe Salesman and say, "Sitting under this
tabie for 12 bears, " but from a.bi010gist tﬁrough
theirkintérpreter, they-woﬁld say, “Well,_this is
the Sﬁate; so this guy knows what he is falking
about." Would that be possible?

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Suﬁmersgill and Mr.
Thompson, ouxr Director has that power and we do
not, to make available the biolecgists. Correct
me if I am wrong.

MR. THOMPSON: Let me just guestion him
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-~ I may be wrong -- I don't think we have anything

avlittle'bit and then I think Burtlcan-gather what
you want'theré. I personally would be wholeheart-
edly in acéord with going along.with the biologists
on the scene.because,las you said, yoﬁ didn’'t khow
where we fit, but you are a fishery industry, and
the name.of this organization is wWild Lifé énd
Fisheries, so you definitely fit. You definitely
have a place and a notch in our program.

The only thing, the queétion that comes
to myvmind, and I think your No. 2 request.waS‘that
you woﬁld like to have experiments; et cetera, done
from this office, in regard to this particular prodl
cgt or, as you éaid, bringing in the whole specérum,
not only just the croaker but the whole spectrum,
and I.would like té ask several quéstionso

I could make a statement first,‘proﬁably.

You know all of this takes money and I don't think

budgeted, any monies budgeted for such an organiza-
tion or activity in our organization, and following
that, I would like to ask, do you and your organizal
tion pay a severance tax or any type tax at all?

MR. SUMMERSGILL: No, sir. All we do --

3D
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MR. THOMPSON: Would you.have‘any obied-
tion? | |

MR. SUMMERSGILL: .All we do is Qit and -~
would you exéuse me, pleasé, for just §ne second?:

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, go xright ahead.
fPause) Sonny, to go back to what I am asking -

MR. SUMMERSGILL: I understdod your %ues—
tion. I am prepared to answer it now. ‘The first
part of my answer is, all we have done is receive-
information and we have not donated any severance
tax. We paya big giant total for five boats that
can éarry a thousand tons of fish, I think we paid
$25 apiece, per boat; That is all we pay.

Personally, I just happen to be here‘
acting not only in my -- well, that statemeﬁﬁ will
be misunderstood. I happen io bé the largest of
the frozen suppliers. Now compared to menhaden; I
am a drop in the bucket. The Japanese are talking
of buying in increments Of 10,000 tons éer reefer
load. Now I would certainly go along paying our
share. Now please understand that menhaden produce
much, much more than I do. I am saying this on

Mr. Swindell's behalf as well as the Commission
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because I am sure I am géing to get my turn when
I sit doﬁn.- |

Not to hold any particular figure in
point, but an approximate figure of $1 a ton, a
projection within four or five years would be
$40 or $50,000 from our small industry, becéuse
‘there aré going to be three others.

Let me regress. We had a meeting in
Biloxi and we fqrmed a combine which -- before
anybody jumps up; I don't want one lawyer to jump
up -—- is not against the anti-trust law on export
sales to forﬁ a combine and form a fixed buyer's
pficé aﬁd a fixed seller's price. We have forméd
the Northern Gulf combine to sell to the Japanése.
We Qould be more than willing to pay for our share.
It is éf the utmost importance to be able to ére--
dict what the next year’°s crop will be. That will
be in total conjunction.and I will have to ask
either Mr. Schafer or Dr. St. Amant or somebody to
tell me why it cannot be done in conjunction with
the:post-larval shrimp count or a week later or a
month earlier or X. I see no great investment.

We have got the vessels. They are in the areas
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.at about £he same time. Is'@hat correct, Doc?

"PR. ST. AMANT: I wouldn't guarantee to
get the‘kind of data you want by the same action.

MR. SUMMERSGILL{. In your Opihion, could
we establish a basic projection of what the --
né%urally, excluding acts of God, a 15—foot;flood,
low salinity, 1o§ temperature and all of that --

MR. JONES: To get t§ the ‘point, you
project how much'yéu.all are willing to pay in
taxes. Why don't you just give it to us now in
c#sh? You don't have to go over and beat around
the bush and pass a tax law and all that. You said
you are willing to pay in five years, $50,000; 5ust
give us $10,000 a year and we will do research
witﬁ it and get it over with. |

MR. THOMPSON: Well, I have in mind a
sevérance tax. X don‘t know how you all have
escaped a severxance tax all these years. Cexrtainly|
if you want to receive you have got to pay. Would
you have any objection?

MR. SUMMERSGILL: No, no objection \«r:;xa'(:-~
soever.

MR, THOMPSON: I am speaking not only of

DO
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you. I am speaking‘of the whole inéustrial fish
industry:

MR. SUMMERSGILL: The spectrum that you -
have involved includes menhaden.

MR..  JONES: Ed, do jou all pag se&erance
tax on menhaden? |

MR. SWINDELL: No.

MR. JONES: No, they éon‘t pay”a sever-
ance tax.

MR, SUMMERSGILL:: i am spedking ~- please
understand tﬁis, gentlemen —-- I have refereﬁce to
ﬁhat thch is caught on the bottom. Mine_is a
ground fish. The:menhaden is a top-watexr fish.
They are both undgr the broad spectrum of induétria
fish. One is used for meal, the other is used for
either cat fcod or human cénsumption.

MR. THOMPSON: Well, Sonny, is research
ﬁeeded on both species? There is definitely comingdg
a time ~- it is already ﬁere, I might say -~- |

MR. SUMMERSGILL: The last work done 6n
croaker was in 1967 by Charles Rothmire and the
extent of his coverage was sitting on the dock at

the Quaker Oats plant in Pascagoula, counting the

1
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fishes that came in, and to my knowledge-he.doesn't
even‘know where it was caught.- ﬁow you aré télking
gbout seven years ago, and we are aévé10ping a
multi, multi, multi-million dollar product that
will be located in Louisiana, but there will be
some assistance needed. What it will be, iﬁ will
be a coordinated effort. You will go up to X and
from there the feds will pick it up aﬁd gb on up.
They will not come in within six fathoms and you
probably won'’t hKaveto go further than the beach or
the pass area, which would closely sesemble the
shrimp program. |

MR, TﬁOMPSON: Well, I would like to
recommend that we go on record as-being~for a
severance tax on the industry with this severance
tax being dedicated to the research, I doh't know
the exact terminology you would want to use, but
I will just say the reéearch of these fishes, both
menhaden "~.everything in the whoie bag -~ without
thé surplus goin§ into the general fund. Let mé
get that in; too. You have stated that already
but I definitely.have very strong feelings about it

about any of our monies going into general funds,
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even though-maYbe,we would'use #2 this yeag and we
might need $4 next year.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: This would reéﬁire, if
you afe going ﬁo put}them both in the same hat,
sohe.very delicate conferences. These are éll
figures just for apprOXimate purposes. If croaker
paid $1; the menhaden might pay 15 or 25 cents a
ton; because their volume is that much more than
ours-is.. |

THE CHAIRMAﬁ: Mﬁ. Summersgill, may x‘
inte;ject éomething?»-l 5e11e§e, when we are talk-
ing about taxes, you are going to have to go before
the leéisléture for that. Our body will not have .
aqything to do with passing any taxes, severance
taxes oY anything.else. |

MR. SUMMERSGILL: Mr. Chairman, i;f I-
introducéd ox attempﬁed to héve one of my local
legislators introduce a tax bill, I would probably
make the cartoons on the ediﬁorial page, trying tbi
tax myself. I will support the bill wholeheaftedly
in any way, shape or form. I would like to see it
put on as an administration bill so that the money

would be some of the guickest forthcoming put on by
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anybody, p;eferably not from somebody in~§ur area,
Those that will be ih favor of it will be all the
rest of the fisheries who are now paying severance
taxeé and they know we are not.

MR. DﬁPﬁY:- Mr. Summersgill;.maybg vyou
could develop it in the lines of a research'grant
for technical study.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: Mr. Dupuy, would that
limit us? You are using the word "grant". Legally}
woﬁld that limit us to certain period of time? We
would like this to be a continuing effort, as would
be with é severance tax.

MR. THOMPSON: May I recommend that Dr.
St. Amant be empowered to make a research into this
'situation énd see approximately the monies needed;
sources that could be obtained. 'We-may,be up the
wrong tree here. I would say that Qe let this 1lie
‘over and let Dr. St. Amant come back to us with a
little more information. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Fine.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: Basically what I am
saying is that I think most of the gentlemen in the

audience know Mr. Bullis, who is out of Miami, who
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controls all the réséarch, who controls the re-—
searéh vesselé. He is aware of the fact of the
reQuest thét‘I am makin§ today and he has stated
that he will be more than happy to work everything
through MTF, throughfthe compﬁter facility, so that|
we can come out on punchcard and hopefully state --
most of the time the biologists hit the shrimp
crop very, very well. They can't predictttoo much
rainfall or not enough or this or that. . What we do
need again is when these Japanese come down here
to hear a voice from somebody iike Dr. s£. Amant or
Mr. Yancey or anybody appointed, whoever would go,
that would say, yes, our area is the richest in
nutrients; yes, our nursery area is the finest:
yes, our estuarine area --

MR, JONES: Sonny, we have told you we
are going to do all that.

MR. SUMMERSGILL: Yes, I am trying to
summarize ifﬁ'

MR. JONES: I don't know what we are
talking about. I mean I am a nice guy but we said
we were going to do all that for you. Now what

else do you want?
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MR. S UMMERSGILL: I want to ask to be-
empowered to discuss with Mr. Angelle or to ask Mr.
Angelle to appoint those représenﬁativés that he
feels would be most influential at the Interstate
Commerce hearing in Baton Rouge. I want that
totally understood, please,

MR. JONES: Burt can do that. We don‘t
have to do that.

THE CHAIRMAN: Our Director has the power
He can do all the things you are asking about.

MR. JONES: He runs the shoﬁ.

THE CHAIRMAN: ALl you have to do really,|
Mxr. Summersgill, is to talk with Mr. Angelle.

Now from Mr. Summersgill's rémarks, I
gather perhaps that Mr. Swindell might have some-
thing to say. Would you state your hame for the
record and come forward?

MR.ASUMMERSGILL: The call that éame in
while I was talking éame in from Mr. Rivers, who is
the executive associate to the treasurer, and the
screw worm eradication program today was granted

3.7 million dollars for the continued purchase of

the balance of the nutria meat which is lying in
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‘state of Louisiana on our menhaden population withi1

cold storage in the state.,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Summersgill
I recognize Mr. Swindell. i

MR. EDWARD SWINDELL: I am Ed Swindell an
I am with wallace Mehhadeh Proaucts. We really dea
with only 20 percent now of the menhéden catch ih
the state of Louisiana.. I can't speak for the rest
of the 1ndustry but I can't see any of our industry
being in favor of a.severance tax as such;'

MR. JONEsz That is something that has.to
be studied, I beliéve, Ed. |

MR. SWINDELL: I believe so. We have
done mosilof éur work, I‘believe, with the federal
government and I think they are presently funding.

some studies or helping fund some studies in the

the state, but it is more of a national resource
than it is just a state resource.. That is why we
have gope the federal way.

MR. S UMMERSGILL: Is our menhaden éopu4
iation resident? |

MR, SWINDELL: That is still yet to be

determined. Are there any other questions?
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THE bHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, if you h;ve a
guestion to ask; wouid you please hold up your hand
so I can:fecogniée you. I would like to keep this
thing ih order;-and impromptu éuestions.from the
audience cannot keep it in orderxr. I aﬁ sorry. Do
any of you have any other comments?

MR. WIL#E: Before adjournmenﬁ-hére I
would just like to réCOgnize Mr., Edgar Veillon and
Mr. Stanek in our audience. They are having their
wildlife Féderation convention in Sh;evepdrt, of
which I am very proud, that thef are éoming up to
North Louisiana to have their coﬁvention March 15,
l6 and 17. I think that all the COmmissioﬁers have
received an invitation to this thing.

I would like, if it is in order, Mr.
Chairman, to ask the Commission to make a prociam-
ation declaring the Wildlife Federation és being
one of the biggest supporters of our Commission and
having them recognized either statewide or areawide
of this convention. Now is that possible?

THE CHAIRMAN: What is the pleasure of
the Commission? ‘It doesn't require any action,

does 1it? Let it be shown that Mr. Wille has
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requested this.

Before you adjourn, let‘me ask if there
is ahyone else in the audience who wants to be
heard. Mrxr. Veillon.

MR. EDGARD VEILLON: Mr. Chairman, I
would just like to mention ;his. I think that most
of you all know that on February 13 and 14, there
was a Coastal Zone Management Conference held in
Baton Rogge; the first of its kind, and Mr. Cameron
Webster of the Louisiana Shrimp Association and
myself; co-moder#ted a seafood and wildlife panel.
Mr. O°'Neil served on the panel with us and Mr. Dupu
was iﬁﬁatﬁendance at the workshop.

| I would just like to mention that it was
Qell attended. It was-a very active session; We
did have eight different interests represented
there, which pretty much caused a fragmentation of
viewpoints as to what was needed and how it should
proceed. About the only thing that they realli
agreed .on was that something of this #ype was
needed. That was unanimous. The area that had the
most diésension, I guess you might say; was as to

the makeup of the Commission. It was suggested
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that thefe‘should be all special interests; no
special iﬁtérests, and a combination of the two.
As far'as I know, that covers the gamut pretty
good. (Langhter)

I just wanted to distribute a copy of the
6oﬁmenté thét came out of that discussion and also
a list of the panel members who took part in it as
a reference to the Commission when it.may-be needed
in the future.

With reference to Mr. Wille's cémﬁents
about going to Shreveport; the Gove:nor wasbup
there and he spoke to us Wednesday night and we
thanked him for coﬁing_to Shreveport. He has com-
mitted that he would be at the conventi&n. ‘Hé
looked Qver_at my name tag and said, "With a name .
like Veillon; you had bet£er stay the hell out of
Shreveport, If you go up there at all, you had
better go at nightz"‘ (Laughter) |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Stanek, did you have
anything jgu wanted to say? |

MR, STANEK: No, thank you.

THE CHAIﬁMAN: Anyone else in the audi-

ence want to be recognized? (No response)
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If not; I will entertain a motion to
adjourn.

MR. JONES: I so mo&e.

THE CHAIRMAN; It has been moved that
‘we adjourn.
MR. WILLE:' Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: We stand adjourned.

o

. ; . Thereupon, at 11:40 o'clock
a.m.; Tuesday, February 19, 1974,
the regular monthly Board meeting
of the Louisiana Wild Life and

Fisheries Commission was adjourned. . . .

Kathxyn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter.
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